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Editorial New Multimedia Software on Islam

Although the second Islamic Two multimedia programs have been released by Harf Information Technology
Millennium is still 80 years away, Co. in Egypt. The programs can be obtained from Digiteck International Inc.,
Muslims in North America are feeling 7631 Leesburg Pike, Suite B, Falls Church, Va 22043, Tel.(800) 33-SAKHR.
the hype of the approaching third The first program is in Arabic and is entitled Figh Al-Salah (Jurisprudence of
Western  Millennium. The rapid prayers). It provides information about figh of purification, prayers and funerals;
convergence of computing, religious rulings, as well as supporting Qur’anic verses and Prophetic traditions.
communication and  information The second program is entitled Islamic chtwnary ( Continued on page 6 )
technologies, should provide us with ;
unprecedented opportunities in the field °
of distributed collaborative Islamic
education and da’awa. The new
technology can connect the most
knowledgeable Muslims with the
learners at various Islamic centers and
schools in North America. It can enable
better and much more access to the
treasure of Islamic knowledge, and help
to continously engage students as active
participants (instead of being passive
receivers of information), and involve
parents in the education of their
children. Learners can work at
individual workstations located in their *
Islamic center, school, or home. When %
group interaction is required they can
work together with  distributed
workstations which all access common
tools and information. And when
complex visualization and group °
interaction are called for (e.g., Tawaf
around the Ka'aba, or Sa’ay between
the mountains of A/-Safa and Al-
Marwa), they can use immersive virtual
environment (rented for a limited period
of time by a National organization).
Learners and instructors can participate
in live, wvirtual, and consructive
operations. Learners can access training
materials, and expert scholars from
different locations around the world.
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“Nay, seek (Allah’s) help with sabr and prayer: It is indeed hard, except to those who are

humble. Who bear in mind the certainty that they are to meet their Lord, and that they are
to return to Him.”
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(Qur’an 2:45,46)

Sabr is one of the important qualities
that a true believer must acquire. The
word sabr and its derivatives have been
mentioned 103 times in the Qur’an, as
well as in many sayings of the Prophet
(PBUH). In this article an attempt is
made to discuss the meaning and
implications of sabr, the importance of
having sabr, and the rewards for those
who have sabr.

Meaning and implications of
Sabr

The Arabic word sabr comes from
the vertb » sabara which means to

bind, tie, fetter or shackle. So sabr is
the thing that binds and ties down
uncontrolled passions, that weaken the
dignified and respectable Islamic
personality, if they are not subdued.

Sabr is frequently translated as
patience, perseverance, tolerance,
steadfastness and endurance, but

actually it means more than that. The
Qur’an uses sabr to express the
fortitude, moral strength, firmness of
purpose and decision, determination,
moral discipline and self control which
enable a person to proceed with patience
and courage in the face of afflictions,
privations and temptations, on the way
he/she chooses in accordance with the
dictates of his/her conscience.

Sabr is the quality which goes hand
in hand with sincere /man (or faith).
The Prophet (PBUH) was asked: What
is Iman? He replied: Sabr and
magnanimity.

ade sl Lol Jouy Jaw
: JU oLy Lo s
casleddly el

A Muslim who has sabr maintains
his/her consciousness of Allah and

his/her emotional balance at all times.
He/she keeps striving in the way of
Allah no matter how difficult or how
easy his/her life may become. The
Prophet (PBUH) said:
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“Those who have sabr will truly
receive a reward without measure!”
(Qur’an 39:10)

He who shows sabr, Allah will grant
him power to edure with sabr; and none
is blessed with an endowment better and
greater than sabr.

Sabr is a resolution. The believer is
firmly and adamantly resolved in
his/her heart and soul that his/her life
and death are for Allah, Lord of all the
worlds. There is no turning back, no
second thoughts.

Sabr of Allah on the misdeeds of
His servants

One of the beautiful names of Allah
is Al-Saboor 4.2}t (the Longanimous).
Allah exercises extreme sabr with His
ungrateful, disobedient and sinful
servants. It is His mercy, clemency and
forbearance that He is giving these

culprits respite for a period of time, in
order to to give them opportunity to
repent and amend.
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“If Allah were to punish people for
their wrong-doing, He would not leave,
on the (earth), a single living creature:
but He gives them respite for a stated
term: when their term expires, they
would not be able to delay (the
punishment) for a single hour, just as
they would not be able to anticipate it
(for a single hour).”  (Qur’an 16:61)

Sabr of the Prophets

The Prophets and messengers,
including Prophet Mohammad (PBUH),
went on enduring with sabr and
ceaseless struggle the opposition,
persecution, resistance and indifference
of their people for years. Allah made
several references to this fact in the
Qur’an, for example,
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“Therefore endure with sabr, O

Prophet, as did (all) messengers of
Sfirm resolution.”

(Qur’an 46:35)
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“And (the same blessing was bestowed
upon) Ismael, ldris and Zul-Kifl,
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because they practiced sabr.” Him is our final return”.
(Qur’an 21:85)  “So have sabr: for verily the promise (Our’an 2:155,156)
.. ‘ of Allah is true: nor let those excite P ’| AL
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Effect of Sabr

“Truly We found him (Ayub-Job) full
of sabr, how excellent is the servant
ever did he turn (to Us).”

(Qur’an 38:44)
The Prophet (PBUH) said that the
prophets receive more fests with
affliction (from Allah) as they receive
more rewards (from Him).
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Command of Sabr

In one of the earliest Qur’anic
revelations, Allah commanded the
Prophet (PBUH) with sabr:
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“And have sabr for the sake of your
Lord.” (Qur’an 74:7)
Allah calls the believers (as he called
the Prophet- PBUH) to take sabr to
heart and to be unmoved by all
deceptions, lies, hypocrisy and unbelief
that surrounds them:

“And have sabr. For your sabr is but
with the help from Allah; nor grieve
over them: and distress not yourself
because of their plots.”

(Qur’an 16:127)
The believers who strive hard in the
cause of Allah should never be shaken
by those who are deceived by the life of
this world and are ignorant of the truth.

Vi 3= Al a2 5l spl
)33357&%:;\?|‘;|?EI’L fos
("‘ L= pyM3yem)

The conviction that Allah is the
ultimate reality becomes so strong in the

heart and mind of the believer .+ % who

has sabr that it becomes the whole
outward and inward self. This is when
the belief becomes a dynamic and
unshakable force. Allah describes some
of those attributes of sabr, when He tells
us of the tests He is to send upon us, to
try our faith.
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“Or do you think that you will enter
paradise without each tests as came to
those who passed away before you.
They encountered suffering and such
adversity, and were so shaken that
even the Prophet and those of faith
with him cried: when (will come) the
help and victory of Allah? Ah! Verily
the help of Allah is (always) near!”
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(Qur’an 2:214)
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“And surely, We shall test you with
something of fear and hunger, of loss
of wealth and lives and crops, but give
good tidings to those who have sabr,

who say when struck by misfortune:
indeed we belong to Allah and unto
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“And surely, We shall try you till We
test those among you who strive hard
(for the cause of Allah) and those who
have sabr; and We shall try your
reported (mettle).” (Qur’an 47:31)
Some aspects of sabr are listed on page
3.

Sabr in Good Times

Sabr does not just apply to times of
hardship, it also applies to times when
living becomes easy and soft, when
people are blessed with wealth,
prosperity, and ease.. And this
particular type of sabr applies to many
of us here with fine houses, apartments,
cars, jobs and material goods. the
Qur’an tells us that even if wealth and
prosperity are great blessings, they are
also great trials of faith at the same
time. We are warned against becoming
proud, lazy, vain and idle - which many
times happen to those who are blessed
with ease of life.
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“And if We cause him to taste of great
blessings after some misfortune which
befallen him, he says: Ills have
departed from me. Lo he becomes
exultant and boastful, except for those
who have sabr and do good works.
Theirs will be forgiveness and a great
reward.” (Qur’an 11:10,11)

Yet of all human personalities, it is
that of the Muslim believer, with his/her
sabr and Iman, which is most contented
and stable in life. The happiness of the
human beings is in large part a function
of his being satisfied with what Allah
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decrees for him, no matter how
rewarding or how trying.
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It is remarkable that everything turns
out well for the believer while that
applies only to the believer. If
happiness befalls him, he gives thanks
to Allah and it will turn out well for him.
If misfortune befalls him, he shows sabr
and again it will turn out well for him.
(Prophetic Wisdom)

Rewards for Sabr
Allah has promised many rewards
for those who have sabr, including
e Allah will be with them (support,
protect and guide them).
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“Allah is with those who have sabr.”
(Qur’an 2:249)
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“For Allah is with those who have
sabr.” (Qur’an 8:46)
® Blessings and bounties without
measure (see the center of page 2),

and rewards according to the best
of their deeds.
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“And We will certainly bestow, on

those who have sabr, their reward

according to best of their actions.”
(Qur’an 16:96)

The Prophet (PBUH) said:
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And know that in your sabr on what you
dislike is a great deal of good;, victory
comes with sabr; comfort comes after
grief; and with every hardship there is
relief.

e Forgiveness from Allah
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“Not so do those who show sabr, and
work righteousness; for them is
Sforgiveness (of sins) and great
reward.” (Qur’an 11:11)

Aty el L oI Jlule
T Jla 9 ol 199 Aundd uﬁ
c Aok ade Loy AU AL
(st evar)
The believers, male and female, will
continue to be tested with affliction in
themselves, their children, their wealth
until they meet Allah with all their sins
wiped out.

® Gardens of eternity and high
mansions in paradise.
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“Those who have sabr, seeking the
Countenance of their Lord; establish
regular prayers; spend, out of (the
gifts) We have bestowed for their
sustenance, secretly and openly; and
turn off evil with good: for such there
is the final attainment of the (Eternal)
home, gardens of perpetual bliss: they
shall enter there, as well as the
righteous among their fathers, their
spouses and their offspring, and angels
shall enter unto them from every
gate.”

(Qur’an 13:22,23)
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Allah said: When I test my servant by
taking his/her eyesight, and he/she
perseveres with sabr, I compensafe
him/her with paradise. (Hadith Qudsi)

Duty of Muslims

It is the duty of Muslims to teach
sabr to each other, by word and by
example, to strengthen each other in
sabr, and to strive with each other in the
practice of sabr. In the infinitely

meaningful Surah 103 (the time) 5,4

asd about which Imam Al-Shafi’ said

if the people only considered this Surah
well, it alone would suffice for their
guidance, Allah says:
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“By the token of time (through the
ages). Verily human beings are in a
state of loss, except those who believe
and do righteous deeds, and who direct
each other to the truth and who direct
each other to sabr.”

(Qur’an 103:1 to 3)
The Prophet (PBUH) said:
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The believer who mixes with the people ¥

and endures with sabr their harm,
receives more rewards (from Allah)
than the one who does not mix with the
people and does not endure their harm.

If we look at the life and history of -

our Prophet (PBUH), we can appreciate
the value of the injunction of competing
in the practice of sabr, and in
strengthening each other in sabr.
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“O ye who believe, Persevere with
sabr, compete with each other in the
practice of sabr, strengthen each other
and be conscious of Allah that perhaps
you may be successful.”
(Qur’an 3:200)
At times, when the Muslims were
being seriously threatened and besieged
in Medina, it was those believers who
showed sabr in this situation, along
with their beloved Prophet (PBUH),
who were the true assets to the
community. Each one multiplied his
strength and /man in these perilous
situations. While those who, because of
their hypocrisy or weak faith, began to
spread misgivings, fears and rumors
were a danger and detriment to the
security of the community.

Oy ladt (those

who endure with sabr) will have short-
comings, but because of their constancy,
Iman and the remcmbrance of Allah,
they will always return to their proper
Islamic disposition and behavior.

I pray to Almighty Allah to open our
hearts to what is right, and guide us to
follow it, and to protect us from what is
wrong, and to give us the strength to
oppose it! Ameen Ch

Al-Musaboroon

Continued from page 1 - Editorial

New technology can also be effective
in da'awa by connecting public libraries
with the Islamic centers having rich
Islamic information facilities.

Since the beginning of the mission of
the Prophet (PBUH), a great emphasis
has been placed on acquiring
knowledge and education. Even the
command of Tawheed (monotheism)
came in the form:

“Know, therefore, that there is no god
but Allah, and ask forgiveness for your
Sault.” (Qur’an 47:19)

Most of the Muslim communities in
North America, despite acknowledging
the importance of knowledge, are not
devoting enough of their resources
towards education. Only few of the full-
time Islamic schools that started have
been sustained by their communities,
and fewer of those have been effective.
So far, the national Muslim
organizations have not been able to pool
their resources and talents to enhance
the effectiveness of education and
da’awa.

The time is now ripe for the
development of an “Distributed
learning environment”, with few
centralized high-end workstations
(servers) which incorporate the most
advanced multimedia, software and
web-based facilities on  Islam.
Arrangements should be made to
facilitate the connection of various
Islamic centers and schools with those
servers. The Islamic centers, in each

local area, should facilitate the
connection of public libraries, and the
local Muslims, with the workstations
(servers) in the centers.

To realize these goals, there are
barriers - and a legacy of resistance to
change, involving funding of these
projects, proper tools and training for
instructors and learners - that need to be
addressed before the power of
technology can be translated into the
power of knowledge for the more than
ten million Muslims in North America.
Until  the  distributed  learning
environment is developed, Muslims and
non-Muslims can  obtain  free
information about Islam from elaborate
web sites on the Internet. One of the
useful sites is that of Harf Information
Technology (The URL address is http:
/lwww.Al-Islam.com - see the figure on
the top of the page)

The foundation for Islamic
knowledge is working with the Muslims
in Hampton, Virginia to incorporate the
advanced technologies in education and
da’awa in their Islamic center.

We pray to Almighty Allah to give
the leaders of the Muslim communities
the wisdom and vision to deploy, adapt
and develop the most advanced
technologies for Islamic education and
da’awa. Ameen [h

Continued from page 1
New Multimedia Software

It contains a compilation of Islamic
terminologies in both Arabic and
English . It also contains subject indices
- Attributes of Allah, names of:
Messengers, Qur’an, resurrection,
paradise, hell and economic themes. [h



Recipients of Zakah - Eight Categories (Qur’an 9:60)
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